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PASTOR MICHAEL LOUIA
prmike@firstlutheranec.org
“Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight
and sin that clings so closely, and let us run with perseverance the race that is set before us, looking to
Jesus the pioneer and perfecter of our faith, who for the sake of the joy that was set before him endured
the cross, disregarding its shame, and has taken his seat at the right hand of the throne of God.”
(Heb 12:1-2, NRSV)
As a Christmas present this past year, Bishop Bill Gohl and our synod staff provided each rostered minister
within our synod a copy of Bread For The Day, a devotional booklet containing scripture, hymn suggestions
and prayers based on the daily lectionary (we provide everyone a copy of the suggested lectionary readings
as well via printed copies available in the worship center and electronically via the weekly eletter).
The above verses from Hebrews comprised the daily reading for Thursday, January 5, 2017 the Twelfth Day
of Christmas. As I read those words early in the morning, and knowing that later that morning I would be
presiding at a funeral service for one of our fellow disciples, Dick Funke, it struck me how blessed we are to
be gathered into that “great cloud of witnesses.”
Through the waters of baptism, all of God’s people are irrevocably joined together into a community of faith
that loves and supports each other as we live as God’s people in the world. It’s a community that is bound
and sustained by God’s bold and consequential love. It’s a community that gathers weekly to be fed physically and spiritually at worship. It’s a community that takes the bold, consequential love we have freely been
given and spreads it throughout neighborhoods, towns and cities.
In all cases, it’s a community, this great cloud of witnesses, that spans all time. It’s that gathering as community that serves as one of the markers of what we know as “church.”
As we continue our observance of the season of Epiphany, a season dedicated to Jesus’ revelation in our
lives, let’s pay particular attention to how, when and where Christ’s light reveals itself throughout this “great
cloud of witnesses.” And then, as part of the great cloud of witnesses, let’s share that light we’ve noticed
with others in our lives.

See you Sunday!
Pastor Mike
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PASTOR GIGIE SIJERA-GRANT
ggrant@firstlutheranec.org
The year 2017 marks the international observance of the 500th anniversary of the Reformation. Throughout
the year, First Lutheran will be offering events, classes, and worship services that highlight this theme, including a visit to Luther Land in July led by Nancy Shirey, Pastor Mike and Nancy Louia. Beginning with this issue,
we will feature articles that cover diverse aspects of the Lutheran church, both historically and today. Our story begins with a Catholic monk who never dreamed of starting a movement which gave birth to the Reformation.

Luther:

Coming Next: Martin Luther’s German Bible
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Dr. Wayne L. Wold, Director of Music
Wayne@firstlutheranec.org
To repeat what I said last month, 2017 is a great year to be a Lutheran! As the world observes the 500 th anniversary of the Reformation we Lutherans have even more opportunities to spread the light of Christ and the
good news of God’s grace.
Lutherans are known for music! Martin Luther was himself a musician—a lutenist and composer of motets
and chorale melodies. Luther wrote and preached strongly about the importance and power of music, considering music to be next to the Word of God because of its power to express the great truths of God. Luther
revered music from the past and encouraged the composers and poets of his day to write new creations that
would enhance worship, teach the faithful, and proclaim to all people the newly-invigorated good news of
God’s salvation in Christ. Lutherans stand, at least historically, in stark contrast to other reformation movements which often put severe restrictions on the use of music in worship, many to the point of total exclusion. Lutherans have always been a singing and playing people!
In addition to our weekly music-filled worship, many concerts will take place at our church in 2017. As announced last month, one of our big events will be the festive concert to celebrate the 20th anniversary of our
pipe organ. Dr. Martin Jean, who played the dedicatory recital 20 years ago, has been confirmed to come
back and play the anniversary recital on Sunday, November 5, at 4 p.m. Mark your calendars now and plan to
attend. Please note that the full amount to cover the cost of the recital has not yet been raised, so I ask that
you keep this important event in mind as you consider your offerings of gratitude to God. Simply mark your
offerings “for the organ anniversary concert.”
And Bach in Baltimore returns to First Lutheran to present a concert on Friday, February 10, at 7 p.m. Tickets
will be available at the door or may be purchased in advance at <bachinbaltimore.org>. In addition to the
choir, soloists, and orchestra performing a Bach cantata and Bach’s Brandenburg Concerto #1, a special feature of the concert will be the choir from Glenelg Country School. Join us as we hear and are inspired by the
music of this most famous Lutheran, J. S. Bach.
Keep singing! Wayne

Our director of music, Wayne L. Wold, will present an organ recital/hymn festival in
observance of the 500th anniversary of the Reformation on Sunday, February 5, at 3
p.m. at St. Paul's Lutheran Church, 308 Oak Manor Drive, Glen Burnie. Admission is free
and all are invited.
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Lauren Gray, Children and Youth Ministries Director
Lauren@firstlutheranec.org

UPCOMING DATES:
February 2nd- Children’s Ministry Team meeting at 6:45pm in the Parlor
February 4th- Sub Sale assembling at 2pm in Social Hall
February 5th- Super Bowl Sunday Sub Sale Pick Up in Fellowship Center
February 5th- NO FLAMES MEETING- Super Bowl Sunday
February 19th- Youth Group for middle and high school youth at 5pm
February 20th- Youth Committee Meeting at 7pm in the Parlor

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION INSTRUCTION - Saturday, March 4th
Our annual First Holy Communion Instruction will be taking place on Saturday, March 4th from 9am-12pm in
the Fellowship Center. This Instruction is open to anyone in 2 nd grade or older who has not yet received
Communion. This instruction will be led by Pastor Louia, Pastor Grant, and Lauren Gray. Each child should be
accompanied by one adult (parent, grandparent, godparent, etc.) Please, no siblings as we would like to give
our undivided attention to your 2nd grader.
Children and families are invited to commune together on Sunday, March 5 th during the 10:30 service.
If you would like to register for this instruction, please contact Lauren Gray.
LENTEN SOUP SUPPERS - Starting March 8th
Join us before our Wednesday Lenten Services for some soup and fellowship.
March 8th- Italian Theme
March 15th- Corned Beef & Potato Soup Theme
March 22nd- Chili Theme
March 29th- Spring Veggies and Chicken Theme
April 5th- Chef’s Choice
Soup served from 5:30-6:30pm. $5.00 per person and $15.00 for families of 3 or more.

Blessings!
Lauren Gray
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First Lutheran Preschool
Jenny James, Director
410-465-5977 or jjames@firstlutheranec.org
Preschool Open Enrollment
“Our family is so thankful and blessed to have such a great preschool.” “It means so much to us all that we
know our children are in kind and loving hands.” These are just two of the many kind comments the teachers
and I received from parents this Christmas. If you or a neighbor are shopping for a quality preschool, please
consider First Lutheran Preschool for your child’s education. We are currently accepting applications for the
2017-18 school year. We accept children age 2 ½ -5 years old. Morning classes are from 9:15 a.m.-11:45
a.m. Afternoon classes are from 12:00 p.m.-2:30 p.m. Classes fill quickly, so don’t delay! Call director Jenny
James at 410-465-5977 to schedule a tour.

FROM THE CONGREGATION COUNCIL
The congregation council held its regular monthly meeting on January 18 th. In addition to hearing reports
from various congregation ministry teams, other business included:
Approval to welcome new members: Paul and Virginia Berg, Marina Abalahin, Bill and Lorraine Bruckner, William Ryan and Samantha Gladhill, Martha McSorley, and Mary Nora Register.
Approval of a request from Social Ministry to disburse $8,000 to Pangani Children’s Center, $3,000 to Breath
of God Lutheran Church, and $1,000 to the Community of St. Dysmas.
Approval to send receipts (less expenses) from the Pancake Supper to Social Ministry.
Approval of a request from the Property Team for an expenditure of up to $2,000 for the fabrication and installation of a spring loaded gate across the stairway to the kitchen.
Approval of a motion to complete payment of the remainder of our year-one LEAD fee per covenant dated
May 2016.
Discussion of Part One of the book entitled “Switch”, which council members committed to read during the
year 2017.
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LISTENING TO GOD IN OUR CONGREGATION
A new year has begun! With the beginning of a new year, come many possibilities and opportunities. The
LEAD (Living Everyday As Disciples) team began its journey in August of last year, bonding as a group of FLC
members who look at First as a place that God has given us to do his work and spread his word. Since last
summer, the LEAD team has met on numerous occasions, learning more about each other, studying the inspiring works of the early Christians in Acts, praying together, and are now preparing to listen to God in the
congregation about his plans for where FLC is going in 2017 and the coming years.
During January, the team met and developed several questions that will comprise a short survey to gather
information as a follow up to the computerized LEAD online congregational assessment that was completed
by members this past summer. That survey reached over 100 parishioners but there are still a large number
of people whose voices have yet to be heard. In the coming weeks, all members of First will have the opportunity to provide feedback on our sacred journey to live a bold, deep and consequential faith through meaningful relationships with each other, the community and with God.
In February and March, the team will be reflecting on what God is telling us in the congregation through discussions with focus groups, ministry leaders and other congregational voices.
Please join the LEAD team in praying for God’s ongoing nurturing love to inspire us as disciples, to better understand our congregational priorities, and to reach outside our walls and do bold, deep and consequential
things in his name!
Happy New Year!
The LEAD team—Pastor Mike

Pastor Gigie

Joanna Casto

George Conklin

Cathy Rice

Jay Zumbrun

UPDATE ON THE ALWAYS BEING MADE NEW CAMPAIGN!
From January – March 2017 we continue collecting offerings in support of the new and
renewing congregation ministries of the ELCA and our synod. In addition to our offerings
for Breath of God in Highlandtown, our goal is to collect $1,000 or more for these ministries.
You’re invited to participate by making your offering either with your regular offering, using either the special envelope included in your envelope packet or the Always Being Made New envelopes found in the pew
racks, or through our on-line giving platform. To use this service, you can access the give option on our website, use the give option on our newly available app (for mobile devices) or simply text “firstlutheranec” to
77977. You’ll receive a link to our giving app and can make your designated offering by selecting the ELCA
Campaign option.*
Your participation, in whatever way you feel called to participate, is appreciated!
*When you send 'firstlutheranec' to 77977 you will receive a one-time reply containing a link to give to First Lutheran (1msg/request). Please be
aware that Msg & Data rates may apply. For full Terms & Conditions please visit https://pushpay.com/terms. For the Privacy Policy please visit
https://pushpay.com/privacy. For help reply HELP or STOP to cancel.
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WOMEN OF FIRST LUTHERAN
Sue Davis, president—410-418-4535
The Women of First Lutheran held their annual Holiday Tea on December 3, 2016. It was a good time to relax
and visit with each other. We enjoyed a musical program presented by our Choir Director, Laurel Wacyk and
three of her students from Howard High School.
We collected gifts for Grassroots. The gifts are donated so that parents can select them for their children.
Donations of warm weather clothing were collected for the Route 1 Day Center.

It was an afternoon of good food,
enjoyable entertainment
and fellowship.

All women of First are invited to join us for our:

Annual Retreat

Spring Gathering

March 25, 2017
Shrine of St. Anthony

March 16, 2017
12 noon in the Fellowship Center

Our Presenter is Jennifer McNeel
We will have soup for lunch
Our Program will be “What or Who are Angels.”
We will assemble our school kits
for Lutheran World Relief

The Program:
“Dunces, Dogs and Disciples:
Exploring Characters in the New Testament Gospels”
Jennifer, a lifelong Lutheran, grew up in St. Martin’s in Annapolis, has a Masters of Divinity from Gettysburg Seminary
and a Doctorate from Union Presbyterian Seminary. Her
youngest son is a student at First Lutheran Preschool.
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DIVORCECARE AND DC4K
The Spring session of DivorceCare and DC4K (DivorceCare for Kids) begins on Wednesday, March 1, 2017. These community outreach programs run concurrently for 13 weeks.

DivorceCare is a biblically-based adult seminar and support group. Those at any stage of divorce (from initial separation, recently divorced, or divorced for many years) may find that DivorceCare can help with the healing process. The
sessions are co-ed, allowing for multiple viewpoints and providing balance. Weekly videos feature renowned divorce
experts discussing topics such as depression, anger, forgiveness, financial survival, loneliness and other divorce-related
issues. Facilitators who have experienced divorce lead confidential group discussions.

Children between the ages of 5-12 can participate in DC4K while their parent attends DivorceCare. This parallel program provides a safe, neutral place where children learn to rest secure in God's love. Both groups explore the same
weekly topic. A children's video discusses divorce from the child's perspective. Children also enjoy crafts, stories, music, games, and other fun activities designed to help them recognize and express their feelings. Compassionate adult
DC4K leaders offer support and encouragement. Materials are provided to help single parents follow-up with home
discussion.

All are welcome! Registration is required. You can receive additional information and register by sending a confidential
email to divorcecare@firstlutheranec.org or by contacting the church office at 410-465-2977. Information and registration is also available at the following websites: www.divorcecare.org, www.dc4k.org or www.firstlutheranec.org.

SOCIAL MINISTRY

CHRISTMAS BASKETS 2016
Church volunteers deliver 144 food baskets to Howard County Families
In spite of some very challenging weather conditions on delivery day (Dec. 17), First Lutheran volunteers
were able to successfully deliver Christmas food baskets to 144 families in our community experiencing
tough times. We are very grateful for the nearly 200 volunteers who contributed their time and talents in so
many different ways, including financial donations, storing donated turkeys in their home freezers, making
phone calls to arrange deliveries, putting boxes together, packing boxes with perishable and non-perishable
items, loading and unloading trucks, planning delivery, making maps, delivering baskets, and making inspiring
temple talks. Once again, Atlas Container Corporation generously donated the boxes through Gale Fleegle,
and Dr. Douglas Drewyer donated dental supplies for each family. Our total food costs were somewhat lower
this year because Costco generously donated all the turkeys. Donations exceeding the cost of food will be
designated for other social ministry outreach projects.
Submitted by Terry Kay, Chair, Social Ministry Committee
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ON THE FEBRUARY CALENDAR
Sewing Circle (Quilters)
Monday, February 13, 2017

Faith and Film Series

If you can cut or pin fabric
we’d love to have you join us.

Wednesday, February 1, 2017
7:00 p.m. in the Fellowship Center

Second Monday of the month
at 9:30 a.m. in the Social Hall

THE QUEEN OF KATWE
"Queen of Katwe" is the true story of a young girl selling
corn on the streets of rural Uganda. Her world rapidly
changes one day when she meets Robert Katende at a
missionary program where she is introduced to the game
of chess, and, as a result of the support she receives from
her family and community, is instilled with the confidence
and determination she needs to pursue her dream of becoming an international chess champion. Released just
this past October, this Disney release had very limited play
in the theaters but garnered a 95% critic rating on Rotten
Tomatoes. Rating: PG; 124 minutes. All are welcome to
attend, refreshments served, all films shown with closed
captions.

Call Mary Sullins at 410-465-6723 for more information.

The Martha Circle will meet
Tuesday, February 14
10:00 a.m. in the Youth Room.
The program will be led by Dot Anderson.
Refreshments by Harriet Fenster and Peggy Helwig.
All women of First are invited.

Monday, February 6, 2017

The Rebecca Circle will meet on
February 16 at 1:00 p.m.
in the Youth Room.
Our program is “Saint Gianna Beretta Molla,” a modern era saint.

10: 00 a.m. in the parlor
Contact Ginny Fan for more information,
410-750-7237

Hostess is Sue Davis. New members are welcome.
Info: Sandy Funke, 410-992-8015 or Nancy Galloway,
410-564-2790.

Deadline for articles and activities for
the March 2017 issue of the
Messenger is
Wednesday, February 8, 2017.

Men’s Bible Study & Fellowship Group

Prayer Shawl Team

Friday, February 17 at 7:30 a.m.
Bob’s Evans Restaurant (off Route 100)

Please email Phyllis@firstlutheranec.org and include
the word “Messenger” in the subject line.

This is an informal group that discusses the bible,
prays together, shares stories and generally, has a
good time while realizing that we are all chosen to
do God’s work and spread his word. We meet on the
3rd Friday of each month. For more information contact Jay Zumbrun at 443-745-0737 or Pastor Mike at
410-465-2977.

Nursing Home Worship Service
Wednesday, February 8
10:30 a.m. departure
We return by noon.

Dorcas Circle will meet on Tuesday,
February 21 at 10 a.m. in the Y outh
Room. Patsy Boyd will present a program on one of the women of the Bible.

Volunteers are appreciated.
Meet at the church to carpool.
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Shrove Tuesday at First Lutheran!

Tuesday, February 28

Pancake Supper and Carnival
Pancake Supper - 5:30-6:30 pm
Suggested Donation $3 per adult, $2 for children 12 and under
$15 cap per family
Proceeds will go to Social Ministry

Carnival - 6 – 7 pm
4 Tickets for $1
25 Tickets for $5
Cake Walk!
Lollipop Tree! Ring Toss!
Go Fishing!
Bean Bag Throw!
Bowling!
Tattoos!
Prizes!
Proceeds will go to the Preschool Scholarship Fund
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Holy Communion with the imposition of ashes

March 1, 2017
11:00 a.m. and 7 p.m.
And

Wednesday Lenten Vespers
“With AWE and LOVE”
A Midweek Lenten Series based on
Luther’s Small Catechism

March 8, 2017 – April 5, 2017
11:00 a.m. and 7 p.m.
Lunch will be provided after the 11:00 a.m. service. (Honorariums accepted)
Evening Services will be preceded by a soup dinner at 5:30 pm sponsored by Youth Ministry.
For the evening meal and costs, see page 4
11
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PARISH REGISTER
Baptism of
Lily Ann Gladhill, baptized January 8, 2017, daughter of Samantha and William Gladhill.
Funeral of
Richard “Dick” H. Funke, Jr., died December 30, 2016

MEMORIAL GIFTS AND DEDICATIONS
ELCA World Hunger
In memory of Daisy Hiltner by Lily Sanner

as of December 20, 2016

General Memorial Fund
In memory of:
Donald C. Miller by Linda H. Krichten
Mary Jane Crass by Charles Crass
Organ 20th Anniversery Concert
In honor of:
Ed Zeigler and his many years of dedication to FLC and the church building program
their grandchildren, James David and Amy Jean Marquart by Tom and Carol Brzezinski
Christmas Baskets
In memory of:
loved ones who have passed away by Mike Blemly
Elizabeth and Ouia Hakala by Marie Hakala
and in honor of all our family and friends in Heaven and on Earth by Glenn and DeDe Severn

It is the responsibility of the Memorial Gifts committee to decide how monetary contributions received from members
and friends of the congregation are used with the approval of the Congregation Council for any expenditure over
$200.00. The committee keeps an accurate record of all gifts received and acknowledges the gifts given both to the
family of the one memorialized and to the giver of the gift. The committee keeps a list of needs that could be met
through Memorial gifts.

THANK YOU FROM
Pastor Mike—Dear fellow disciples, thank you so much for the very generous Christmas gift. Nancy and I have enjoyed serving alongside you and look forward to where God will lead us in the future. Again, thank you!
Sandy, Carolyn, and Rich Funke -We are most grateful for the love and support of the congregation and staff on the
passing of Dick Funke. Thank you for your cards and words of comfort. Special thanks to Pastors Gigie and Mike, the
Stephen Ministers, and The Funeral Reception Team.
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First Lutheran Fact Sheet
First Lutheran on Facebook

Keep up with the latest news from First Lutheran
To receive church announcements and our weekly
e-letters, use the ‘connect’ button on our new app orgo to First Lutheran Church’s website at

Like us on Facebook:

www.firstlutheranec.org
and look for the button

https://www.facebook.com/First-EvangelicalLutheran-Church-143823785640557/?
ref=bookmarks.

SIGN UP NOW

Interested in joining First Lutheran?

Fill in your name and email address.
That’s all there is to it!!

When Jesus called his first disciples,
he simply invited them, “Come and
see.”

Stay connected with First Lutheran
from any mobile device!

Following Jesus’ example, we invite
anyone who would like to become a member of the
congregation to contact one of the pastors for a oneon-one orientation.

By searching your respective
app store (search First Lutheran
Ellicott City) you can download
our free app.

New members are received on the fourth Sunday of
every month.

Once downloaded (make sure
you opt for push notifications so
you’ll be notified when updates
are available), you have access
to much information about first
Lutheran and the ministry God
has going on in this place.

First Lutheran’s after hours
Medical Emergency
Phone Number
(for evenings and weekends only)
If you have a medical emergency,
or death in the family
and need to speak to the pastor immediately,
call:

Electronic Giving
By accessing the “GIVE” tab on our website or texting
“firstlutheranec” to 77977 from any mobile device, you
are able to establish an on-line giving profile and make
offerings to a variety of designations. Offerings can be
made from a checking account, debit card or credit card.
Each electronic transaction occurs over a safe, encrypted
connection.

410-465-6779
For emergencies during office hours,
please continue to call the church office at

410-465-2977

When you send 'firstlutheranec' to 77977 you will receive
a one-time reply containing a link to give to First Lutheran (1msg/request). Please be aware that Msg & Data
rates may apply. For full Terms & Conditions please visit
https://pushpay.com/terms. For the Privacy Policy
please visit https://pushpay.com/privacy. For help reply
HELP or STOP to cancel.

The most recent Sunday sermons by Pastors
Mike and Gigie, can be found on our First Lutheran app, First Lutheran’s Facebook page
and on our First Lutheran web page. Feel free
to share them with your friends and encourage
them to come and listen “in person.”
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