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Practicing Stewardship: From the beginning of creation, God charged humanity with managing the whole of creation. Through a sacred trust God grants us management authority over all that belongs to God: our time, talents and
treasures. God’s vision is that God’s stewards will faithfully use those resources in God’s world and to God’s glory. Effective stewardship also forms our understanding of God’s work in our lives and in our community. (edited from our
strategic plan presented in the spring of 2016)
The photo to the left shows one of the two rain
gardens recently installed at our house. Installed by
young people from READY (Restoring the Environment and Developing Youth) and in cooperation
with the Alliance for the Chesapeake Bay, Maryland
on some of the hottest days of the summer, these
gardens are one tangible step in our moving forward through our strategic plan focus area of practicing stewardship.
These rain gardens function to capture runoff water (in this case from the roof of the house) and to then allow the
water to filter and settle into the earth, thereby avoiding simply running off, taking whatever it collects with it, and
overcoming our creeks, streams and eventually the Chesapeake Bay. Not only do these gardens provide filtration and
erosion control, they remind us of how God continues to be active in our daily lives.
The world around us floods us with all kinds of messages, most of them negative. In fact, most days we are so inundated with these negative messages that we are simply unable to process and respond to all that we hear. Repeated
attempts by community leaders, national leaders, members of the press and even members of the clergy to make
sense of all that is going on in the world, even prescribe a “sure-fire” remedy for all that ails the world, are futile at
best.
How blessed we are that each day God functions like that rain garden: collecting all the run off from the world and
filtering it through word and sacrament, through prayer and healing, and most especially through grace, love and
mercy. How blessed we are that each day God opens his ears and is prepared to hear our prayer, opens his mouth to
speak words of hope, and opens his arms to love us, console us and guide us into what could be a very different future.
As the images of the recent floodwaters rushing through historic Ellicott City are still fresh in our minds, let us remember how blessed we are that God calls us into a community gathered around God’s promise of never-ending love no
matter the circumstances we face in life. And let’s allow God’s filtering love to transform our hearts and hands into
instruments of God’s grace and mercy in God’s good creation.
Peace,
Pastor Mike

1

UPDATE ON THE ALWAYS BEING MADE NEW CAMPAIGN!
We’re into the third quarter of this year’s participation in the ELCA’s Always Being Made
New Campaign and blessed we are! This quarter we’ve been collecting offerings directed
at the leadership ministries of the church and our synod. That work includes funding the
ELCA’s Fund for Leaders Scholarship Endowment Fund and for ministries for youth and
young adults. So far we’ve collected $3400, surpassing our $1,000 quarterly goal. Thank you!
Beginning in October we’ll be given the opportunity to participate in supporting the church’s hunger-fighting
ministries. This particular area of emphasis is perhaps our biggest area of challenge. Many years ago the ELCA
set a goal of $5.00 per baptized member to support the ministries of ELCA World Hunger. For us, that puts
the goal for First Lutheran at approximately $8,000. While we’ve collected over $1514.00 so far this year
(including $1059.20 through our noisy offering in May), we’ve still got room to go. Please prayerfully consider
how you are being called to respond to the ELCA’s hunger ministries supported by ELCA World Hunger.
You’re invited to participate by making your offering either with your regular offering, or using either the
special envelope included in your envelope packet or the Always Being Made New envelopes found in the
pew racks. Your participation, in whatever way you feel called to participate, is appreciated!
Note: It’s also the time of the year that we will be collecting funds for our annual Christmas Basket Food Ministry. Your generous support of that ministry, in addition to ELCA World Hunger, will be a double blessing in
the lives of those for whom the availability of ample, nutritious food, is not a reality.
Living in God’s Story . . .— Let the Journey Begin!!
As the new program year starts in September, plan on joining Pastor Mike for a journey
through the Bible! Using major narratives contained in the Old Testament and a chronological walk through the gospel of Luke, we’ll experience how we live in the story of God’s
work in the world.
You’ll have two opportunities to participate: either Sunday morning during the education hour or Thursday
mornings. We’ll start in the Social Hall on Sunday September 25th (an updated date from the save-the-date
announcement in last month’s Messenger) or in the Youth Room on Thursday, September 29 th (a date
added for those who can’t make it on Sundays) . Everyone is invited to one or as many of these sessions
as you are able. The only thing you need to bring is your Bible (and we have plenty here if you need to borrow one!).

First Lutheran
on Facebook

Like us on Facebook:

https://www.facebook.com/FirstEvangelical-Lutheran-Church143823785640557/?ref=bookmarks.

Interested in joining First Lutheran?
When Jesus called his first disciples, he simply
invited them, “Come and see.”
Following Jesus’ example, we invite anyone who would like to become a member of the congregation to contact one
of the pastors for a one-on-one orientation.
New members are received on the fourth
Sunday of every month.
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In August our LEAD Team (Jay Zumbrun, Joanna Casto, George Conklin,
Cathy Rice, Lea Ann Christiansen-Salisbury, Pastor Gigie and Pastor Mike)
received the results from the recently completed congregation assessment. This data was then used as the foundation for our first training
session, held August 19-20, 2016.
Your prayers are appreciated as our team continues its initial work. Look
for more opportunities to participate in the future!
Thank you! As I sit in the O’Hare Airport in Chicago having just completed the third
and final installment of my continuing education, “Leading Multi-Staff Ministries:
Flourishing in Complexity,” I am overwhelmingly thankful for your support that allowed me to be a participant in this excellent three-week program of practical theology in the parish. During our time together we covered critical leadership topics
such as Leading through Health, Personnel, Communications, Administration,
Stewardship and Vision Planning. Many of the tools and processes have already
been influential in our congregation. Again, thank you for your support!

Dr. Wayne L. Wold, Director of Music
Wayne@firstlutheranec.org
August has been a month of highs and lows—highs with exciting worship and meaningful music and the exuberant presentation of the children’s musical on August 7, and lows as we bade farewell to Joshua Hughes
who has served as our assistant director of music these past two years. We wish him well and now turn our
attention to the future. Watch for announcements.
Throughout the summer months our worship was deepened and enlivened by a wide variety of music.
Thanks to our largest musical group—the congregation—for your hearty singing at worship. We were also
blessed to have vocalists and instrumentalists provide musical offerings each Sunday. Thanks to fellow disciples Nancy Buckel, Kim Buckel, Charlie Wehr, Katie Roth, Chantel Yadush, Michele Wray, Joan Burns, and
all who participated in Summer Choir. And thanks also to guest vocal soloists Jonathan Goldblith, Emily
Tate, Lisa Dodson, Claire Weber, and George Bareford, and guitarist Oscar Somersalo.
As the program year returns so do the concerts we present or host in our sanctuary. Join us on Sunday,
September 11, at 4 p.m. for a free concert by the American Reed Collage, a woodwind quintet from the
Army Field Band at Fort Meade. And we continue to request your help in obtaining funds so that we can
celebrate the twentieth anniversary of our organ in 2017. Donations may be noted as “organ anniversary
concert.”
All our choirs return soon, and all welcome new and former members. Here is the line-up:
Jubilate Handbells—Mondays at 7:30 p.m. in the sanctuary
contact Jenne Burnham fenris1954@yahoo.com for information
Children’s Choir—schedule yet to be determined
Adult/Teen Choir—Thursdays at 7:30 in the choir room, beginning September 8.
Join us! And keep singing! Wayne
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Lauren Gray, Children and Youth Ministries Director
Lauren@firstlutheranec.org
UPCOMING DATES:
September 1st—Children’s Ministry Team meeting at 6:45pm in the Parlor
September 11th—Sunday School Kickoff Breakfast at 9:15am in the Fellowship Center
Commissioning of Teachers
Affirmation of Baptism Orientation at 9:15am in the Social Hall
God’s Work, Our Hands Sunday
th
September 18 —First Day of Sunday School
Youth Group- middle school youth 5-6:30pm, high school youth 6:30-8pm (Youth Room)
th
September 19 —Youth Committee meeting at 7pm in the Parlor
September 24th—Annual Crab Feast at 1pm in the Social Hall
SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS NEEDED!!!
Anyone who is interested in teaching for the Sunday school year, please contact me ASAP! We need new
teachers for our Pre-K/Kindergarten class, and our 5th grade class.
SUNDAY SCHOOL STARTS SEPTEMBER 18thJoin us on Sunday, September 11th for our annual Sunday School Kick-off Breakfast at 9:15 in the Fellowship
Center. Then, on Sunday, September 18th, our first day of Sunday School classes will begin at 9:15am in the
Education Building. Sunday School Registration Forms can be found on our church website and at the Information Center by the front doors of the church.
ANNUAL CRAB FEAST- SEPTEMBER 24thOn Saturday, September 24th, the youth of First Lutheran will be hosting the annual Crab Feast in the Social
Hall from 1-4pm. Tickets will be sold before the event and at the door: $40 for crab eaters, $10 for non-crab
eaters. The menu will be crabs, hamburgers, hot dogs, corn on the cob, coleslaw, and watermelon. Be on the
lookout for tickets being sold starting September 4th.
YOUTH MISSION TRIPIn July, 17 youth and 3 chaperones headed to Steubenville, Ohio for a week of service and fellowship, and had
the chance to share God’s love. These youth and adults experienced God’s love in a new way and were able to
take that love out into the community of Steubenville. Some of our youth were painting houses and doing
yard work for residents, while others were in community buildings painting, staining, and moving furniture for
local businesses. Most of our youth were helping to lead the Kid’s Club in Steubenville. This Kid’s Club offers
the children of the community a place where they can learn, play, and grow. The club is also a great way for
these kids to experience discipline, something they don’t get at home. These children come from broken
homes and are only taught to fight and hurt to get what they want. Our youth had the great opportunity to
show the kids of the community true love and friendship, which is something our youth will remember always.
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Here are some pictures from our trip:
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First Lutheran Preschool News
Jenny James, Director
410-465-5977 or jjames@firstlutheranec.org
Greetings!
I would like to introduce you to two new preschool staff members, Andrea Stremmel and Charlene Brennan. Both
early childhood educators, Andrea will be teaching our 2 ½ year old class, and Charlene will be teaching one of our
Pre-K classes. You may have seen Andrea at our Shrove Tuesday Carnivals, Heaven’s Kitchen auction, and Vacation
Bible School. She has been a very active parent, with three children attending our preschool. We are so happy to
have her on board! Charlene is also a preschool parent alumni. Her daughter was in our STEAM class. Now that
Caroline is in elementary school, Charlene is ready to come to work for us. We are blessed to have two new teachers
that I know will uphold our mission and vision to serve God by serving God’s children.
Sadly we say goodbye to Judy Haines, our beloved Pre-K teacher for the past eight years. Judy was the first teacher
we hired when our preschool opened in 2008. She taught us all sign language to our favorite bible songs. We will
miss her expertise in the classroom and sense of humor in the “staff lounge.” Judy will be staying home to care for
her granddaughter Charlotte.
With all of these changes comes the promise of more good things to come. Please continue to pray for our preschool
as we strive to be a light in our community.
Jenny James

WOMEN OF FIRST LUTHERAN
Sue Davis, president
Mark your Calendar!!

Monday, September 26, 2016
6:00 p.m. in the Fellowship Center
Potluck Dinner
Please join us!
Watch the weekly bulletins for more information.
Martha Circle’s meeting will take place on September 13. We will visit Liz Boden at the Lorien Center in Mt. Airey.
Meet in the church parlor at 10 a.m. for a short business meeting and then we will carpool. Liz Boden will cover lunch,
so please RSVP to Anna Marie Howser so we will know how many will attend lunch. Please bring an anecdote about Liz.
Eleanor Grieb wants to ‘roast’ Liz.
Dorcas Circle will meet at 10 a.m. on Tuesday, September 20, in the Youth Room. Lynn Anderson has kindly agreed
to get us off to a jump start with Zumba program.. Anyone interested, please join us - it should be fun. Contact Betty
Karabanoff for more information.
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DIVORCECARE AND DC4K
The Fall Session of DivorceCare and DC4K (Divorce Care for Kids) begins on September 7, 2016.
These parallel programs run concurrently for 13 weeks.
Those at any stage of a divorce (from initial separation, recently divorced, or divorced for many years) will
find help with the healing process. DivorceCare is a biblically-based seminar and support group featuring
weekly videos on topics such as depression, anger, forgiveness, financial survival and loneliness. Facilitators
who have experienced divorce lead confidential group discussion.
Children ages 5-12 can participate in DC4K (DivorceCare for Kids) while their parent attends DivorceCare.
Both groups explore the same weekly topic. A children's video discusses divorce from a child’s perspective.
Children also enjoy crafts, stories, music, games and other fun activities designed to help them recognize and
express their feelings. Compassionate adult leaders offer support and encouragement. Materials are provided to help single parents follow-up with home discussion.
All are welcome! Registration is required. Please call the church office at 410-465-2977 or send a confidential
email to divorcecare@firstlutheranec.org. Additional information and registration is also available at these
websites: www.firstlutheranec.org, www.divorcecare.org or www.dc4k.org.

From the Congregation Council
The congregation council held its regular monthly meeting on August 17 th. In addition to hearing reports
from various congregation ministry teams, other business included:













Approval of the revised Children and Youth Protection Policy.
Approval to hire Andrea Stremmel and Charlene Brennan as preschool teachers, and change Tracey Conrad’s title to Assistant Director. Approval to hire substitute preschool teachers Barbara Otto and Christina
Gunsman.
Welcoming new Preschool Board members: Sonia Nakka as President, Kelly Jensen as Vice President, Jen
Copsey as Secretary, and Mary Ann Mattheiss as Treasurer.
Approval to receive new members Kelly Jensen, Joan Obitz, and Grace Veum and Zach Bishop.
The Church of Goodness and Grace has entered into a yearly renewable contract with FELC.
Progress on the restoration and renovation of the 1955 building as proposed has hit upon some problems
resulting in several “change orders” being made to the scope of the project. Extensive drain work, electrical wiring, paving and re-grading, etc may add to the original estimated cost of $150,000.
The Council recognized and thanked Paul Miller and Cathy Rice for their service on the Council.
The church continues to provide support for projects targeted on helping victims of the Ellicott City flooding event.
Approval of a Stewardship motion to fund a one year contract with eChurch Giving and implement online giving capabilities.
Approval of a 5 year contract with Minolta Konicka for copier lease and maintenance.
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Meal Train Volunteers are delivering small meals to members who could benefit
from a “Hug From The Church!” If you know of anyone who has been recently released from the hospital, could use a break from cooking after doctor appointments,
just had a new baby, just lost a family member, or for any reason you feel important, please email mealtrain@firstlutheranec.org or kimbunch50@gmail.com. If
you would like to become part of our committee, we would love to have you. When
someone needs a meal, we post the information with advance notice and volunteers decide if it’s a day that works for them to cook a little extra or pick up some
soup & bread and deliver a hug from the church! It’s simple and all you need is an
email address.
Semi-Annual Frederick Road Cleanup. Our semi-annual clean-up of the three miles of Frederick Road for
which we are responsible is scheduled for Saturday 08 October 2016 from 9-11 am. Volunteers are needed. Great project for high school community service credit in addition to just being a good thing to
do. Please sign up on the Ministry Opportunities bulletin board near the restrooms, adjacent to the narthex. Howard County requires youth younger than 18 who participate to have a Parental Permission signature. Any questions, please call Rich Funke at 410-992-8015 (e-mail: rhfunke@aol.com.)

PARISH REGISTER
Baptisms of:
Micah James, born December 23, 2013 and Madeline Joyce, born January 12, 2012,
children of Kelly and Nathaniel Jensen, baptized August 21, 2016

MEMORIAL GIFTS
General Fund

as of July 31, 2016

In memory of Barbara Dietrich by the Fort Meade Resource Management Office
In memory of Madge Gourley by Elinor and Bill Wells
Youth Fund
In memory of Bruce Schmickley by Annette Hackner

It is the responsibility of the Memorial Gifts committee to decide how monetary contributions received from members and friends of the congregation are used with the approval of the Congregation Council for any expenditure over $200.00. The committee keeps an accurate record of all gifts
received and acknowledges the gifts given both to the family of the one memorialized and to the
giver of the gift. The committee keeps a list of needs that could be met through Memorial gifts.
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Women’s and Children Place

Deadline for articles and activities for
the October issue of The Messenger is
Thursday, September 8, 2016.

September 17, 2016
Watch for the menu and sign-up sheet
on the bulletin board in the Narthex.

Please email Phyllis@firstlutheranec.org and include
the word “Messenger” in the subject line.

Depart the church at 4:30 for a 6:00 p.m. meal.
Questions, call Gail Tabeling at 410-531-3938.

Prayer Shawl Team
We move to

Monday, September 12, 2016

MINISTRY FAIR COMING

this month because of the holiday.

Sunday, September 25

10: 00 a.m. in the parlor

Did you know – as the people of First Lutheran, we
sponsor and maintain more than 70 active ministries, serving others in our church, our communities, our Synod and around the world! Our annual
Ministry Fair will be held on Sunday, September 25,
following each worship service.

Sewing Circle (Quilters)
Monday, September 12
If you can cut or pin fabric we’d love to
have you join us.
Second Monday of the month
at 9:30 a.m. in the Social Hall

The Ministry Fair provides an opportunity for our
ministries to display and explain their mission and
activities, and gives our members the opportunity
to better discern where God may be calling them to
use their time and talents in His service.

Call Mary Sullins at 410-465-6723 for more information.

Nursing Home Worship Service
Wednesday, September 14

Save the date!
and we’ll see you at the Ministry Fair!

10:30 a.m. departure
We return by noon.
Meet at the church to carpool. Please join us.

First Lutheran’s after hours
Medical Emergency
Phone Number

Men’s Bible Study
and Fellowship Group

(for evenings and weekends only)

Friday, September 16 at 7:30 a.m.
Bob’s Evans Restaurant (off Route 100)

If you have a medical emergency,
or death in the family
and need to speak to the pastor immediately,
call:

This is an informal group that will discuss the bible,
pray, share stories and generally, have a good time
while realizing that we are all chosen to do God’s
work and spread his word. Future meetings will continue to be on the 3rd Friday of each month.

410-465-6779
For emergencies during office hours,
please continue to call the church office at

For more information contact Jay Zumbrun at
443-745-0737 or Pastor Mike at 410-465-2977.

410-465-2977
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